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Dear YLA Supporter, 

I hope this message finds you well. 

I am reaching out on behalf of Youth Leadership Authority (YLA) to invite you to invest in something truly 

life-changing—the lives of young people who are ready to discover their strength, purpose, and leadership 

potential through our 2026 Retreat Challenge. 

We need your help to make this life-changing event possible, and we invite you to partner with us through 

one of the following sponsorship opportunities: 

• Food Sponsor: $500–$1,000 

Help provide meals and refreshments for students and volunteers throughout the retreat. 

• Photographer Sponsor: $2,000 

Help us capture the unforgettable moments of transformation, achievement, and celebration that students 

and families will treasure forever. 

• Student Sponsor: $2,500 per student 

Provide one student the opportunity to attend the full Retreat Challenge experience regardless of 

financial limitations. 

Each sponsorship directly impacts the success of this transformational weekend and the future of the young 

leaders we serve. 

The name “Retreat Challenge” was chosen very intentionally—because it is a contradiction. 

It sounds like a retreat, but it is anything but. 

On Day One, students arrive expecting something easy, but instead they are pushed beyond what they thought 

possible. With the guidance of the Navy SEALs, United States Marines, SWAT officers, firefighters, and 

community heroes, they face intense physical and mental challenges that demand courage, perseverance, 

discipline, and teamwork. 
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It is demanding. 

It is exhausting. 

It is unforgettable. 

And while it may be one of the hardest things they have ever done, it is also one of the most rewarding. 

These students are given the rare opportunity to train alongside heroes—men and women who serve and protect 

our communities and our country. For many of these youth, this is the first time someone has challenged them 

to rise higher while also believing they can. 

Then comes Day Two, the “Challenge” they never expect. 

They walk in bracing for more physical pressure—but instead they are met with encouragement, compassion, 

and hope. 

They begin discovering their “why.” 

They learn to trust others while navigating obstacles. 

They learn the value of integrity and selflessness. 

They learn that vulnerability is not weakness—it is courage. 

They learn to believe in themselves and in one another. 

They hear powerful messages of faith, purpose, and identity. They create vision boards for their future. They 

begin to see possibilities where they once saw limitations. 

And then comes Graduation—the moment when everything changes. 

Walls come down. 

Bonds are formed. 

Tears are shed. 

Dreams are spoken aloud. 

The students who arrived uncertain and guarded leave standing taller, smiling wider, and believing they matter. 
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This is where the YLA family is born. 

It is where students experience what it feels like to be seen, to be valued, and to be loved. It is where our core 

values—honesty, respect, peace, kindness, and humility—come alive in a way that leaves a permanent mark 

on every heart present. 

And perhaps the greatest testament to the impact of Retreat Challenge is this: 

Seven YLA graduates are returning this year to serve as instructors. 

These young leaders were once students in the program, and now they are coming back to pour into the next 

generation. That is the power of transformation. That is the power of hope. 

They come back because this experience changes lives. 

The 2026 Retreat Challenge, taking place May 2–3, 2026, at the Henderson Fire Training Center and 

Veterans Memorial Park in Boulder City, is designed to develop students professionally, physically, 

personally, and spiritually, giving them the tools to become responsible citizens and future leaders. 

But we cannot do this alone. 

Many of the youth who need this experience the most cannot afford it, and that is why your sponsorship 

matters. 

Your donation will do far more than fund an event—it will change a life. 

It will give a young person the chance to: 

• discover their purpose, 

• build confidence, 

• learn leadership, 

• experience belonging, 

• and believe in a future they may not yet see for themselves. 

http://www.youthleadershipauthority.com/


Youth Leadership Authority 

160 E Horizon Dr. Ste A 

Henderson, Nevada 89015 

 

“Building America’s Youth… One Teenager at a Time” 

If you have any questions or need further information, please contact: 

Founder/CEO - Marie Tomao-Miklosko (702) 720-2760 or 

 visit the YLA web site at www.youthleadershipauthority.com  

Email: marie@youthleadershipauthority.com 

Your generosity could be the reason a student discovers their worth. 

Your support could be the reason a young leader rises. 

And your partnership could help shape the future of our community through the life of one child. 

Thanks to the generosity of partners like AC Pro and the Gene Haas Foundation, we have already seen 

incredible transformation—but there are still more students waiting for this opportunity. 

Would you consider becoming a sponsor today? 

Making a donation is simple. Please visit the link below to give: 

https://youthleadershipauthority.com/donate/ 

Every gift—large or small—creates impact that lasts far beyond these two days. 

If you would like to contribute or learn more about partnership opportunities, please contact me directly at 702-

285-4142 or marie@youthleadershipauthority.com. 

We would be honored to partner with you in raising up the next generation of leaders—young men and women 

who will carry forward the values of honor, service, courage, and compassion. 

Thank you for considering this opportunity to make a profound and lasting difference. 

With gratitude, 

 

http://www.youthleadershipauthority.com/
https://youthleadershipauthority.com/donate/
mailto:marie@youthleadershipauthority.com

