
 
65 Years of Community Service  

Growth Through Challenge
 

 

CLASS OF 2019 

 AFTER-ACTION REPORT

D
E
V

IL

PUPS
Y O U T H  P R O G R A M  F O R  A M E R I C A  



Devil Pups  
Class of 2019 

 
The first and second increments  

successfully graduated 

 

465 

 
Summary Report for the Class of  2019

 

 

Features of the Program 
 

• Admission is Free  

• 10-Day stay on Camp Pendleton 

• Teenagers ages 14 to 17, Girls and Boys 

• Everyone sleeps in the Barracks 

• They eat Marine Corps food 

• They will Interface up close and personal   

    with actual Marines 

 • Awards given for Achievement 
 • They will attend classes on assorted  
    subjects throughout their stay 
•  They will hear from Role-Model 
    speakers daily 

 
65-year Tradition forged with the 

help of the Marines on Camp 
Pendleton - and going strong! 

 

Total number of Devil Pup graduates 
since 1954 

 

 54,279

Welcome to Devil Pups,  
 
This is the year-end report of our encampments. This document is dedicated to 
our sponsors and those that give yearly to our program. We feel that it is impor-
tant that you see how many teenagers we hosted in 2019, and how your donations 
were spent. 
 
Devil Pups is run by a Board of Trustees with a vision and mission that we adhere 
to, driven by our motto: “GROWTH THROUGH CHALLENGE”

Marine Corps Values  
One of the unique parts of our program is that teenagers get to interface directly 
with active-duty Marines up close and personal. They get to see how Marines live, 
and what they do and believe that makes them the elite fighting force of our nation. 
The Marines adhere to a sense of code and honor in their training that we call 
‘Marine Corps Values’. 
 
All Devil Pups are encouraged  to “focus” on themselves, without distraction. No 
electronic devices are allowed in the program. There is no calling home. This is 
done by design, as our teenagers are forced into “face to face” communication and 
“team work” with other teenagers they have never met. 
  
Soaring Eagles Program  
Exceptional teenagers apply and are selected to come back the following year to 
join a higher level of the Devil Pups which is called the ‘Soaring Eagles Program’. 
Eagles dress in different uniforms and assist the Staff and Escorts throughout 
encampments. They will attend classes on subjects like “Leadership Traits”and will 
receive an Eagles Graduation Certificate at the end of the program.

Vision Statement 
To have a powerful, positive impact on the quality  

of life of young men and women in the community by  
educating and training them in their citizenship, moral and  

ethical responsibilities as they grow into adulthood. 
 

Mission Statement 
The Devil Pups mission is to challenge,  

educate and help young boys and girls of all backgrounds 
learn self-confidence and responsibility for their actions. We 
strive to develop in young men and women, ages 14 to 17, 

qualities of good citizenship, self-control, confidence,  
personal discipline, teamwork and respect for others,  

their family and their country.
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The Program at a Glance
 

 

Benefits

Methods

Challenges

It’s true, that all Devil Pups must be in good shape and stay in good shape throughout 
the entire program. They are tested and re-tested to make sure they are able get through 
the program without injury. While the Devil Pups appears to be a “Boot Camp” it is not, 
nor is it a recruiting program for the Marine Corps. Devil Pups is a Youth Development 
Program for teenagers. All Devil Pups will carry a training manual and will attend classes, 
small and large during their stay. One of the unique parts of the program is the many 
“Role Model Speakers” that travel to the base to talk to our platoons and offer life stories 
and suggestions for success: Professional Athletes, Lawyers, Pilots, Doctors, Marines and 
accomplished business people who all come from distance to volunteer time to assist in 
the program.

The benefits of Devil Pups are numerous, and center around the Marine Corp Values we 
teach. It has been our mission to instill the missing things that many of todays teenagers 
are lacking; Self-discipline, Motivation, Teamwork, etc.  Also national pride; respect for 
our country, its Flag and its Warriors. 
    One of the biggest benefits of our program is the assistance we give to intercity kids, 
broken families, single parent families, etc. Many of these teenagers are struggling with 
school and lack direction as they face life decisions alone. Many disadvantaged teenagers 
show up in our program without sleeping bags, shoes, and the gear needed for their stay, 
these items are supplied free of charge. 
    Devil Pups strives to set teenagers off in the right direction with: encouragement, life 
examples, confidence and a desire to be successful in whatever they choose to do. All our 
teenagers will leave our program saying: ‘yes I can’, ‘I will not quit’, ‘I will face my fear’, 
it is my responsibility to seek out my full potential in life, and as the Marines say: “Adapt 
and Overcome.” 

Our training program offers a host of challenges designed to push Devil Pups to find their 
inner strength, that second gear they didn’t know they had. Every teenager needs to un-
derstand what fear is and that they should face their fears in life. The challenges of the 
program are not easy - and they’re not supposed to be. True success is meeting each difficult 
challenge with an open mind and a desire to perform and succeed. For Devil Pups, this is 
made easier as they are going through the program with 49 others in their platoon that  
root them on to perform. If one falls back they will go back and get him, or her and assist 
them to the finish line. This is what Devil Pups is all about.  
    
The following pages are dedicated to the challenges of our program.

65 years of Program Development

Learning from the Marines

Finding inner Strength
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Qualifying for the Program 
The screening process 
 
Not everyone can be a Devil Pup, physical tryouts take place 
all over California and some boardering states. Each appli-
cant must pass the PT (Physical Fitness) process, which con-
sists of: running, situps, push-ups, etc.  If a specific score is 
achieved they are accepted. If the applicant fails they are 
advised to work harder and reapply again. All tryouts are 
conducted by LR’s (Liaison Representatives) most being for-
mer Marines and former military personnel. The only way 
a teenager can get into the Devil Pups program is through 
a LR tryout and with their recommendation. 
   
Once accepted, and on the base all Devil Pups are then 
geared up and dressed to look alike in appearance and in 
uniform. Boys receive a tight haircut and females are 
required to tie their hair back in the traditional female Ma-
rine Corp bun.
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Staying on the Base 
Life in the Barracks 
 
Much of the fun of Devil Pups is living the Marine Corps life. 
Living in the barracks is part of that experience. As with all 
Marines, Devil Pups are required to make their own beds 
daily and keep their area clean and orderly. “Squared 
away” is the term we use. 
 
Barracks are filled with platoons of 50 each. They will go 
through the entire program with their platoon and get to 
know and communicate with each other. Up early with base 
reverly, all Devil Pups dress for the day and fall out in for-
mation for morning colors, the raising of the flag. 
 
After colors, all platoons again in formation, will march to 
the mess hall for chow.
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The Mud Run 
Getting into the program in a  
big way 
 
One of the challenges of the program is the celebrated 
Camp Pendleton Mud-Run course. In the early part of the 
program the Devil Pups are introduced to the base in this 
“messy” event. It is a challenge for sure. A first time expe-
rience for most, and when its over the fun is realized. 
 
Escorts yell and push the Pups through the course in a 
timely manner. For boys and girls alike, this is their first 
mud bath! 
 
The mud-run tells the new teenagers that the Devil Pups 
course is not easy, it is not the day camp they might have 
been expecting. And for many, who have been pampered 
throughout childhood, they realize there is no pampering 
in the fast moving mud-run course.
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Devil Pups Females 
Showing up strong and determined 
 
Over the past years Devil Pups females have been filling the 
ranks in numbers. They qualify same as the boys, except in 
pull-ups. They will go through the program for 10-days meet-
ing all the challenges put to them. 
 
Female platoons are also set up in platoons of 50 that are 
escorted by female Marines called Escorts. Female teenagers 
soon find out that female Marines are the same as male 
Marines, they yell and keep close watch on their platoons 
all throughout encampments. 
 
Getting up at 4am to salute the flag and then off to chow 
the adventure continues. They will leave the program as 
hardy women that have bonded together with determination 
and pride. 
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The Tower Jump 
Facing your fear on the tower 
 
Another of the challenges is the 25’ tower jump into the 
pool. It’s not easy to face the fear involved as when you’re 
up there looking down as 25’ looks like 100’. Teenagers are 
encouraged and instructed on how to make the jump, they 
just have to take that first step. For many, they need to dig 
deep to find that extra gear, which once it’s over the courage 
found will lead to a lifetime of accomplishment they will 
always remember. 
 
Safety is key in this excercise, Marine Water Safety Instruc-
tors await below in the water to assure a safe landing. And 
just so you know, they are encouraged to jump - it is not 
mandatory that they do. 
 
We are amazed that some Devil Pups that jump are afraid 
of heights, others can’t even swim, yet they jump believing 
in the process: “I can do this.”



Climbing to new Heights 

Ole Smokey hill climb will test you 
 
Towards the end of the program all Devil Pups will climb “Ole 
Smokey,” the highest mountain point on the base. This is a gruel-
ing 5-mile hike straight up in some places and very dusty. They 
start out running and yelling and then are reduced to walking and 
staring at the top. Marine Corps Values dictate that no one is left 
behind, if a Pup falls back his or her comrades will go back and 
assist them to the top. It is a difficult climb requiring teamwork, 
determination and inner strength. 
 
Once this final challenge is achieved, this will mark that the 
pinnacle of the 10-day program where all teenagers will officially 
become a “Devil Pup for life”. To mark this  
special occasion they will all receive a  
special Challenge Coin from the  
program that they will carry with  
them throughout life with pride.  
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This coin is never given, it 
can only be earned.



LR of the Year Award Winner - David Caballero 

Dave is a Devil Pups recruiter from Tucson Arizona. He is a former Marine 
that served for 21 years in the Marine Corps, retiring in 2002 with the 
rank of Chief Warrant Officer 3. As a Police Officer he has served as a 
Field Training Officer, Physical Training Officer and as a member of the 
ULDA Honor Guard.  
 
Joe De Ladurantey - Devil Pups Board 
Joe is a Trustee and a LR Recruiter in our program. He fills a big quota  
and oversees the qualification of applicants and interfaces with fami-
lies. He speaks to high schools, one after another on the features and 
benefits of the program. He is former Marine and Police Chief as well 
as a published writer. 
 
Douglas Hamlin 
Doug Hamlin is the Executive Vice President of Devil Pups. Through his event  
(Marine Scholarship Golf Tournament) now in its 35th year, his yearly support 
for Devil Pups is amazing. Doug is also the recipient of the prestigious Semper-
Fi Award awarded to him in October 2019 by The Marine Corps Scholarship  
Foundation, a national program he also assists. 
 

Above & Beyond Award - Don Oliphant   
Don sits on the Board of Trustees and is a Vice President. He is a former Marine 
and Vietnam Veteran. Don works hard yearly finding sponsors and promoting 
this event. Over the last several years he has been instrumental in building up 
the San Diego area and developing new marketing materal to assist the 
program. Don is also a sponsor of the program himself.

Putting a face to the many phone calls we get yearly is our hard working   Office Administrator Heather Ham. Heather wears a lot of hats in our program  she is in charge of: Social Media, the Alumni Program, the Online store, the   base store she also assists in fundraising events. She works with our many  LR’s in our program helping to develop “Best Practices” guidelines to better   recruiting. Assisting Trustees as well as the staff all year round. She is also on    the golf committee assisting in administrative duties. Heather is a joy to   work with and is one of the remarkable women in our program.

Since 1954, each Base Commander at Marine Corps Base - Camp 
Pendleton has supported the program and has embraced the effort 
as a long standing tradition on Camp Pendleton. The 2019 Base  
Commander Brigadier General Kevin J. Killea, USMC, and his staff 
once again gave help and support to the Devil Pups Class of 2019  
for which we are most thankful. Standing with General Killea is  
current President/CEO of Devil Pups, Inc. Richard H. Lindsay. 
 

Meet “Wonder Woman” Heather Ham

Base Command in Support

Standout Faces in the Program
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Special People in The Program



While it’s impossible to say where all our 54,279 graduates have ended up over 65 years, we know that many have become very successful. Our program  
encourages all Devil Pups to seek their full potential in life, whatever that might be. Many go on to college and embrace their education, others learn trades  

or join the military. So where did all our Devil Pups go? We offer this page of just a few of the thousands that have become our alumni.

Capt. Steve Petit 
Class of 1963 

 Fighter Pilot of the United 

States Marine Corps and 

Member of the exclusive 

“Blue Angels.” 

Devil Pups Board of 

Trustees

Maj Dan LaChasse, 

USMC 

Class of 1998 
 

Finished College,  

Graduated Marine OCS 

 

United States Marine  

F-18 Fighter Pilot

Jerry Mathers 

Class of 1965 
 

Jerry was a child-

hood Television 

Star who was  

affectionally known 

Beaver Clever on 

the “Leave it to 

Beaver” show.

Katelyn Harter 

Class of 2016 
 

Katlyn Harter is in 

her first year at  

UC Berkeley  

on an ROTC 

scholarship.

Goff Brothers 

Ryan Class of 2012 

Jason Class of 2014 

 
Ryan and Jason Goff are now 

Deputy Sheriff’s in  

Los Angeles. 
  

Many Devil Pups graduates 

fill the ranks of “First Re-

sponders” signing up for  

careers in Law Enforcement 

and Fire.

Daisy Alvarado 

Class of 2010 - Eagle 

2011, 2012 
 
Graduated from Cal State 

Dominguez Hills in 2018 with 

honors.  

  She applied and was  

accepted into Officers  

Candidate School 2020 

United States Marine Corps

Tom Selleck 

Class of 1963 

 
Motion Picture and  

Television Star, Actor,  

Producer and Director.  

 

In uniform on the set of 

“Blue Bloods.” 

Madeleine 
Biscaichipy  
Class of 2015,  

Eagle 16,17,18. 

 

Qualified and was  

accepted to  

West Point  

Military Academy 

2019 

Ryly Payson 

Class of 2018 

 
Ryly Payson is in 

her first year  

attending the Air 

Force Academy  

in Colorado

Judge David R. 

Chaffee (Ret.) 

Class of 1964 

 

 Municipal  Court Judge,  

Orange County  Harbor   

Judicial  District,  appointed 

by Governor Wilson. 
 

Devil Pups Board of 

Trustees

Col. Daniel 

Yaroslaski, USMC 
Class of 1987 

 
Former Commander of  
Assault Amphibian   School - 
Camp Pendleton 

Masters Degrees in Military Studies, 
Operational Studies, Strategic Studies-
Marine Corps University. 

 

 
Devil Pups Advisory Board 

 

Chris Carter & 

David Carter 

Class of 2006 

 Both members of the 

NFL. Chris played for 

Washington Red-

skins. He came into 

Devil Pups with his 

brother David also an 

NFL standout

Dr. Ken Kern 

Class of 1969 - Honor Pup 

 
Medical Degree from  

Harvard - Cancer  

Research Physician.  

 

Devil Pups Motivational 

Guest Speaker

Mike Garrett 

Class of 1957 

 
Graduate of USC.  

Football All-American  

 

Heisman Trophy 

Award Winner

Elton Gallegly 

Class of 1958 
 
United States  

Congressman(Ret) 

State of California. 

Devil Pups Advisory 

Board
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Devil Pups Alumni
  

 

Should you happen to know of another accomplished Devil Pup that has gone on to great success, we would 
enjoy hearing about him or her. Visit our website and the Alumni Program.



This year marks the 65th Anniversary of our great  
program on the base. Each year since 1954, we have 
brought teenagers down to Marine Corps Base - Camp 
Pendleton for our 10-day youth development course.  
 
The program started with several Los Angeles business-
men who served together in the Marine Corps during WWI 
and WWII observed our flag put on the ground and 
burned by teenagers. The incident brought them to say; 
“It’s too bad we can’t take these misguided youngsters 
down to Camp Pendleton Marine Base and let the ‘active-duty’ Marines teach them 
to be patriotic Americans and better citizens!” 
 
One of the businessman, retired reserve Marine Colonel A. Duncan Shaw was asked 
to make the youth program request to the Commandant of the Marine Corps - General 
Lemuel Shepherd, Jr. (20th CMC). The Commandant liked the idea and approved the 
startup. The plan was to establish as a 10-day educational camp during the summer 
months and would employ retired Marines who were now high school teachers to 
fill staff positions in the program.  
 
General Shepherd also stated that the Marine Corp would assist in the program 
yearly  by providing active-duty personal who would come into the program as 

“volunteers”– they would be called “Escorts”. Since 1954, 
each Base Commander and key Base Command have given sup-
port and assisted in the program. 
 
The name “Devil Pups”originated out of Marine Corps history  
going back to 1918 World War I where the Germans nicknamed the  
Marines “Devil Dogs”after the courageous battle fought at Belleau 

    Woods, France. The Marines distinguished themselves heroically 
   on the battlefield with determination and a driving will to succeed. 

   
The trademark of the Devil Pups was donated by Walt Disney 
back in the late 50’s. Walt wishing to assist in the startup of the 
program sketched out one of his famous cartoon characters 
“Pluto,”putting him in a cape and adding pitch forks. This special 
artwork is still the trademark of the program it has not changed.  

   
  

Commandant General Shepherd  
visits MCB-CP and inspects one  
of the first classes of Devil Pups. 

 20th Commandant  
General Lemuel  

Shepherd USMC (Ret)
 
 

Colonel A. Duncan 
Shaw, USMC (Ret) 

First President/CEO of 
Devil Pups, Inc.

© 2020 Devil Pups Incorporated. All rights reserved. Devil Pups, Inc.  
operates as a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation.  

1402 E. Lomita Blvd • P.O. Box #1540 • Wilmington, CA 90748 
Phone: (805) 470-8340 • Fax:  (805) 435-1767 
 
    Website: www.devilpups.com         
      facebook.com/thedevilpups 
      instagram.com/thedevilpups 
      twitter.com/thedevilpups 
      

Parents also Benefit  
The parents are truly amazed as they watch hundreds of Devil 
Pups marching in a Pass and Review Parade in step and in 
formations of 50 on graduation day. Graduation is a highlight 
in their lives as well.  
 
Parents then see first hand the changes when their son or 
daughter return home; the effects can be profound! Respect and 
motivation are apparent, discipline and a desire to achieve 
with a purpose is seen. They will also witness a growing respect 
for our military, our veterans and our nation’s flag. All this 
can make for a positive experience and for many, an indelible 
memory they will never forget.

Devil Pups hits 65 Years of ServiceAll Teenagers come for Free,  
the Internal Cost must be met 
 
In 1954, when General Shepherd blessed off the Devil 
Pups ’Good Citizen Program’ on Camp Pendleton the task 
he outlined was clear. Since the program was on a gov-
ernment installation, the government had to be reimburse 
for: food, transportation,and other consumables needed 
to host and run two encampments of 640 teenagers. 
Today this means: 65,000 meals, buses moving 640 
teenagers around the base for 20 days, uniforms for 
800, literature, two trips and admission to the USS 
Midway for 700, just to mention how the cost has 
changed. 
 
Many think that Devil Pups is a Marine Corp program, 
sponsored by the government - it is not. The entire pro-
gram is sponsored by Devil Pups, Inc., 501c3 community 
service non-profit. Board members  spend the entire year 
fundraising to keep the program running strong. 
 
Finally, on behalf of the entire Board of Trustees we thank 
you sincerely for your loyalty and support this past year 
and hope you will join us next year as we field the class 
of 2020


